Holy Cross Sunday + September 13, 2020
Introduction
This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the cross. Paul reminds us
that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of
healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our health and salvation. Each time we
make the sign of the cross we remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ.
Holy Cross Day is one of the church’s most ancient holy days, and is celebrated on September 14th each
year. Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may be the
actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave
rise to this celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.

Gathering
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

KYRIE

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he might draw the
whole world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and
eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9
When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes against them. Moses
interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze on a pole. All who
looked at it after having been bitten by a serpent would live.

A reading from Numbers:
[From Mount Horeb the Israelites set out,] 4bbut the people became impatient on the way. 5The
people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then
the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many
Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the
LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for
the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and
everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it
upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38
Hear my teaching, | O my people;
incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.
2I will open my mouth | in a parable;
I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times.
34Whenever God slew them, | they would seek God,
and repent, and diligently | search for God.
35They would remember that God | was their rock,
and the Most High God | their redeemer.
36But they flattered God | with their mouths
and lied to God | with their tongues.
37Their heart | was not steadfast,
and they were not faithful | to the covenant.
1

Yet God, being merciful, forgave their sins and did | not destroy them;
holding back anger many times and not giving | way to wrath.
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This proclamation seems foolish to many
because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom
understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in the cross.

A reading from First Corinthians:
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save
those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: John 3:13-17
After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks of being lifted up
on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert. Here the Son of God is
revealed as the source of healing.

The Holy Gospel, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: There in God’s Garden + ELW 342

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
By your Holy Cross, you welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout
the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday
schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and
growth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

By your Holy Cross, the heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love.
Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction,
we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By your Holy Cross, make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter
grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders
with patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By your Holy Cross, bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all
who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are
bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By your Holy Cross, teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our
tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
By your Holy Cross, you have made us your own, whether we live or whether we die. We thank
you for those who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you
and the tongues that taught us to praise. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
OFFERTORY: Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery + ELW 334
The pre-recorded portion of our Holy Communion worship will transition now to a live Zoom gathering
through the link in your Weekly Greetings e-mail. If you are not able to share in Holy Communion
through Zoom, please contact the Pastor through Office@HolyCrossATX.org.

OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,
nourish us with this rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places…
…with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way…
…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

COMMUNION SONG
The Eucharistic Minister of each household will prepare the table at this time: pouring the wine into the
chalice, and breaking the bread into smaller pieces.

COMMUNION
The Eucharistic Minister of each household will pass the bread to the first person saying “The
body of Christ, given for you.” That person will then pass it to the next person, repeating the
words and movement, until all have been fed.
Then the Eucharistic Minister of each household will take the chalice of wine and present it to
the first person saying, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” That person will then pass it to the
next person, repeating the words and movement, until all have received the wine.
The assembly may join hands and hearts, as presiding pastor says:
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep us in grace and mercy, this day, and
always.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Sending
Sending of Holy Communion
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament,
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Lift High the Cross + ELW 660

BLESSING
Mothering God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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